
 

 

 

 

 

Steering Committee Traffic Safety and Mobility in the 
Alpine Region 

Goals and Function of the Steering Committee 

(Status: July 2004, with modifications following the second Conference of Ministers 
on 11 May 2004) 

Remit:  
It is the task of the Steering Committee to: 
Contribute to improving transport safety (road and rail) and to encourage the 
transfer of traffic from roads to other modes of transport in the Alpine region by 
means of analysis, discussion and the implementation of suitable measures 
pursuant to the Joint Declaration of Zurich concerning the Improvement of Road 
Safety, in Particular in Tunnels in the Alpine Region (30 November 2001).  In 
terms of the coherence of general policies, and policies concerning the Alpine 
region in particular, to draw up a report on diverse issues which have a bearing 
on the Alpine region, in particular: 

•	 On all national projects concerning the management of transalpine road 
traffic, as with a view to improving coordination the ministers have 
undertaken to task the Steering Committee as a matter of priority with this 
report; 

•	 On work of the European Union and third parties having either a direct or 
indirect impact on traffic in the Alpine region.  

Principle: 
When conducting its work the Steering Committee will do its utmost to use 
completed and ongoing work and studies of other organisations and bodies, in 
particular institutions. Cooperation with these organisations and bodies or 
institutions is to be sought where necessary and appropriate. The aim is to 
avoid duplication as far as possible. 

Structure:  
The Steering Committee comprises representatives of the Alpine countries, the 
Federal Republic of Germany, the Republic of Austria, the French Republic, the 
Republic of Italy and the Swiss Confederation. The European Commission has 
a representative with observer status. 

Working Structure:  
To better structure its assignments the Steering Committee may set up working 
groups. These submit proposals to the Steering Committee. Decisions which 
have political implications must be approved by the responsible ministers. The 
Steering Committee may also award contracts to external consultants.  

Functioning: 
The delegation from one country assumes the presidency of the Steering 



 

 

 

 

Committee and also serves as the Secretariat, usually for a two-year period. 
The main task of the Secretariat is to prepare, carry out and evaluate the 
meetings of the Steering Committee. The Secretariat may be entrusted with 
additional tasks by mutual consent. 

Rotation Principle: 
The presidency is organised in accordance with a rotation principle, with the 
order in which the presidency is held determined by mutual agreement; 
Switzerland held the first presidency. 

Financing:  
Each party shall finance its own expenditure arising in connection with its work 
in the Steering Committee. The party that holds the presidency shall cover the 
overhead costs of the Secretariat during the periods of its presidency. 
Expenditure for financing contracts awarded to third-parties shall be divided 
between the parties by mutual agreement. If resolutions are adopted by the 
ministers which have far-reaching financial implications, the question of 
financing shall be regulated in the form of administrative agreements if 
necessary. 

Meeting Modalities:  
The Steering Committee will meet at least once a year.  
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